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Dr. W.L. Godson, Chairman WMO Commission for Atmospheric

Sciences.

Reguest for Ocean Circulation Studies

•

I have the honour to forward herewith a copy of a recommendation
of the Sixth Session of the WMO Commission for Atmospheric Sciences, which
was subsequently endorsed by the WMO Executive Committee at its twenty-sixth
session in June 1974 (resolution 6 (EC-XXVI». The Secretar,y-General liMO
has requested that the attention of the Member States of lOG be drawn to the
need for studies in ocean circulation and to encouraRe co-operation with
other ~eophysical scientists.

lt will be noted that the recommendation p]aces pnrticular emphasis
on the quantitative assessment of the effect of the wind field on the
lar~e-scale ocean circulation and considers this necessa~ for studies of
climatic chan~e. As the research on these processes are also part of the
IDOE projects on Environmental ForecastinP" as weIl as a si~ificant part
of the IOOSS Programme, Member States are invited to provide information
direct to the President of CAS, Dr. W.L. Godson on pro~ects which might
fall within the terms of the CAS recommendation.

Dr. Godson's address is:

Atmospheric Environmental Service
Department of the Environment
4905 Dufferin Street
OONSVlEW, Ontario
CANADA
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No. 25. 845/R/CAS/5, ANNEX

Recommendation 5 (CAS-VI) - STUDIES OF THE OCEAN CIRCULATION

THE COMMISSION FOR ATHOSPHERIC SCIENCES,

NOTING:

(1) The report of the Working Group on Climatic Fluctuations,

(2) The report of the first session of the Working Group on thett Effects of Air Pollution on the Dynamics of the Atmosphere,

CONSIDERING:

(1) That numerical simulations of the general circulation of the
atmosphere hold considerable promise of providing 0 voluable tool in assessing
the climatic effects of various factors naturaland mon-made,

(2) Thai far studies of climatic change such models must include the
response of the ocean circulations to changes in the atmospheric circulations,

RECOMMENDS that Members encourage studies of the ocean circulation by
scientists in their countries, with particular emphasis on thequantitative
assessment of the effect of the wind field on the large-scale oceen circulation;

REQUESTS the Secretary-General to draw the attention of ~he Inter­
governmental Oceanographic Commission and other appropriate international
bodies to this recommendation.


